
 12 

The purpose of these amendments is to recognize all positions that should be deemed racing 
officials, to clarify who can fill in as a substitute steward in the event three (3) stewards are not 
available for a race meet, clarify stall allocation being subject to association screening and 
preference processes, ensure the associations provide sufficient number of veterinarians and to 
fix typographical errors. 

 
15.2.3.8  FLAT RACING OFFICIALS GENERAL PROVISIONS: 
 
 A. Racing Officials:  Officials at a race meeting include the following:  assistant racing secretary; 
assistant starters; chief of security; director of racing, or similar position; claims clerk; clerk of scales; clocker; 
digital or lip tattoo technician; general manager; handicapper; horse identifier; horsemen's bookkeeper; state 
investigators; special agents of the commission; jockey room custodian; official veterinarian; outrider; paddock 
judge; [pari mutuel] pari-mutuel manager; patrol judge, absent video replay equipment; placing judge, if duty not 
performed by stewards; racing secretary; racing veterinarian; stable superintendent; starter; stewards; timer; track 
superintendent; any other person designated by the commission. 
  (1) Eligibility:  To qualify as a racing official, the applicant shall:  be of good character and 
reputation; demonstrate experience in flat racing; be familiar with the duties of the position and with the 
commission's rules of flat racing and show an ability to fulfill the requirements of the position.  Stewards must be 
accredited by the racing officials accreditation program and be current with continuing education requirements. 
  (2) Approval and licensing:  The commission, in its sole discretion, may determine the 
eligibility of a racing official and, in its sole discretion, may approve or disapprove any such official for licensing.  
An association shall submit to the commission its request for approval of racing officials 60 days prior to the first 
day of the race meet. 
  (3) Prohibited practices:  While serving in an official capacity, racing officials and their 
assistants shall not:  participate in the sale or purchase, or ownership of any horse racing at the meeting; sell or 
solicit horse insurance on any horse racing at the meeting; be licensed in any other capacity without permission of 
the commission, or in case of an emergency, the permission of the stewards; wager on the outcome of any race 
under the jurisdiction of the commission; consume or be under the influence of alcohol or any prohibited substances 
while performing official duties. 
  (4) Report of violations:  Racing officials and their assistants shall report immediately to the 
stewards every observed violation of these rules and of the laws of this state governing racing. 
  (5) Complaints against officials:  Complaints against any steward shall be made in writing 
to the commission and signed by the complainant. 
   (a) Any complaint against a racing official other than a steward shall be made to the 
stewards in writing and signed by the complainant.  All such complaints shall be reported to the commission by the 
stewards, together with a report of the action taken or the recommendation of the stewards. 
   (b) A racing official may be held responsible by the stewards or the commission for 
their actions, and the actions of their assistants and employees. 
  (6) Appointment: 
   (a) A person shall not be appointed to more than one racing official position at a 
meeting unless specifically approved by the commission. 
   (b) The commission shall appoint or approve the stewards at each race meeting. 
  (7) Appointment of substitute officials:  Where an emergency or prolonged vacancy exists 
among an association’s employed racing [officials except for stewards] official, the stewards or the association, with 
the stewards' approval, shall make reasonable efforts to fill the vacancy [immediately].  Such appointment shall be 
reported to the commission and shall be effective until the vacancy is filled in accordance with these rules. 
  (8) Appointment of substitute steward:  Should any steward be absent [at race time, and no 
approved alternate steward be available, the remaining stewards] due to an emergency or prolonged vacancy the 
executive director or the presiding steward may [shall] appoint a substitute for the absent steward.  If a substitute 
steward is appointed, the commission and the association shall be notified by the stewards.  The [following] director 
or any racing commissioner are prohibited from serving as a substitute steward[:  director, deputy director, or racing 
commissioner]. 
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 B. Stewards: 
  (1) General authority:  The stewards for each meeting shall be responsible to the 
commission for the conduct of the race meeting in accordance with the laws of this state and these rules. 
   (a) The stewards shall enforce these rules and the racing laws of this state. 
   (b) The stewards' authority includes supervision of all racing officials, track 
management, licensed personnel, other persons responsible for the conduct of racing, and patrons, as necessary to 
[insure] ensure compliance with the act and these rules. 

(c) The stewards shall have authority to resolve conflicts or disputes related to 
racing and to discipline violators in accordance with the provisions of these rules. 
   (d) The stewards have the authority to interpret the rules and to decide all questions 
of racing not specifically covered by the rules.  Whenever the stewards find any person culpable for any act or 
omission in violation of these regulations or any violation of the Horse Racing Act, the person shall be subject to 
disciplinary action, which could include a fine, suspension, or revocation/denial of license or any combination of 
these penalties. 
   (e) The stewards shall have the authority to amend, revoke, rescind or modify any 
ruling that they issued in error in accordance with the laws of this state and these rules. 
  (2) Period of authority:  The stewards' period of authority shall commence up to ten days 
prior to the beginning of each meeting and shall terminate with the completion of their business pertaining to the 
meeting.  [Following the completion of the stewards' business, the agency director shall carry out the duties of the 
stewards as described in this chapter.] 
    
*** 
 

C. Racing secretary: 
  (1) General authority:  The racing secretary shall be responsible for the programming of 
races during the race meeting, compiling and publishing condition books, assigning weights for handicap races, and 
shall receive all entries, subscriptions, and declarations [and scratches]. 
  (2) Foal, health and other eligibility certificates:   
   (a) The racing secretary or their designee shall be responsible for receiving, 
inspecting and safeguarding the digital or paper foal and health certificates and other documents of eligibility for all 
horses competing at the track or stabled on the grounds. 
   (b) The racing secretary shall ensure that the foal certificates for all thoroughbred 
horses entered to race that were foaled in 2018, or thereafter, have a digital tattoo.  This digital tattoo shall indicate 
that the thoroughbred racing protective bureau has confirmed the identity of the horse and uploaded updated digital 
photographs to the breed registry database. 
  (3) Allocation of stalls: 
   (a) The racing secretary shall assign stall applicants such stabling as is deemed 
proper and maintain a record of arrivals and departures of all horses stabled on association grounds. 
   (b) [Stall approvals shall be determined by:  each track's screening rule as approved 
by the New Mexico racing commission; consideration given to stables with a balanced application; and, New 
Mexico breds on each application shall have preference over horses of comparable quality.]  Allocation of stalls 
shall be determined by each association’s screening process.  Preference may be given to stables that are balanced 
and consist of New Mexico breds. 

(4) Conditions: 
   (a) The racing secretary shall establish the conditions and eligibility for entering 
races and cause them to be published to owners, trainers and the commission and be posted in the racing secretary's 
office. 
   (b) Any conditions that are based on a participating horse’s use or non-use of a drug 
substance or medication, or the presence or lack of presence of a drug substance or medication in a biological test 
sample taken from a participating horse, shall be approved by the commission before entries are taken for the race.  
If such conditions are based on the results of a biological test sample other than an official test sample collected by 
the commission, a description of the testing methods and procedures the racing association will use to collect and 
analyze the biological test samples shall be submitted to the commission for approval.  For purposes of this section, 
“biological test sample” refers to any biological sample, including, but not limited to, blood, urine, hair, tissue, or 
saliva that is taken from a horse. 
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   (c) For the purpose of establishing conditions, winnings shall be considered to 
include all monies won up to the time of the start of a race. 
   (d) Winnings during the year shall be calculated by the racing secretary from the 
preceding January 1. 
   (e) A minimum of three races restricted to registered New Mexico bred horses shall 
be offered daily in the condition book excluding trials. 
   (f) The racing secretary shall not offer any races or accept entries for two year olds 
in New Mexico prior to June 1st. 
 
*** 
 
 E. Paddock judge: 
  (1) General authority:  The paddock judge shall:  
   (a) supervise the assembly of horses in the paddock before the scheduled post time 
for each race;  
   (b) maintain a written record of all equipment; 
   (c) insure [ensure] all horses running are properly equipped with a nylon rein or a 
safety rein (a safety rein is a rein with a nylon cord stitched into the traditional leather rein during the manufacturing 
process and the safety cord is attached to the bit with a metal clasp); 
   (d) inspect all equipment of each saddled and report any change thereof to the 
stewards;  
   (e) prohibit any change of equipment without the approval of the stewards; 
   (f) ensure that the saddling of all horses is orderly, open to public view, free from 
public interference, and that horses are mounted at the same time, and leave the paddock for the post in proper 
sequence; 
   (g) supervise paddock schooling of all horses approved for such by the stewards; 
and 
   (h) report to the stewards any observed cruelty to a horse; ensure that only properly 
authorized persons are permitted in the paddock; report to the stewards any unusual or illegal activities. 
 
*** 
 

O. Racing veterinarian: 
  (1) [General authority:  At the discretion of the commission, the racing veterinarian may be 
an employee of the commission.  At the discretion of the commission, the duties of the racing veterinarian may be 
assumed by the official veterinarian.] The racing veterinarian shall be employed by the association. 
  (2) [The association may employ an additional racing veterinarian in order to further ensure 
the safety of racing.] The association shall ensure that no fewer than two racing veterinarians are on duty at the 
association during all live racing. 
  (3) The association shall ensure that a minimum of one racing veterinarian shall be on duty 
during all training hours. 
 
  [(3)](4) The racing veterinarian shall: 
   (a) be directly responsible to the official veterinarian; 
   (b) be a graduate veterinarian and be licensed to practice in the state; 
   (c) be available to the racing secretary and the stewards prior to scratch time each 
racing day, at a time designated by the stewards, to inspect any horses and report on their condition as may be 
requested by the stewards; 
   (d) be present in the paddock during saddling, on the racetrack during the post 
parade and at the starting gate until the horses are dispatched from the gate for the race; 
   (e) inspect any horse when there is a question as to the physical condition of such 
horse; 
   (f) recommend scratching a horse to the stewards if, in the opinion of the racing 
veterinarian, the horse is physically incapable of exerting its best effort to win; 
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   (g) inspect any horse which appears in physical distress during the race or at the 
finish of the race; and shall report such horse together with their opinion as to the cause of the distress to the 
stewards and to the official veterinarian; 
   (h) refuse employment or payment, directly or indirectly, from any horse owner or 
trainer of a horse racing or intending to race in this jurisdiction while employed as the official veterinarian for the 
commission; 
   (i) refrain from directly treating or prescribing for any horse scheduled to 
participate during their term of appointment at any recognized meeting except in cases of emergency, accident or 
injury; 
   (j) be authorized to humanely destroy any horse deemed to be so seriously injured 
that it is in the best interests of racing to so act; 
   (k) conduct soundness inspections on horses participating in races at the meeting; 
and 
   (l) with approval of the official veterinarian, place horses on the bleeders list. 
  [(4)](5) The official veterinarian or racing veterinarian shall maintain the veterinarian's list of all 
horses which are determined to be unfit to compete in a race due to illness, unsoundness, injury, infirmity, voluntary 
administration of a medication invoking a mandatory stand down time, administration of shock-wave therapy or any 
other assessment or determination by the official or racing veterinarian that the horse is unfit to race. 
   (a) Horses so listed are ineligible to enter in a race in any jurisdiction until released 
by the official veterinarian or racing veterinarian except when there is an administrative issue in releasing the horse 
from a veterinarian's list of another racing jurisdiction. 
   (b) A horse placed on the veterinarian's list due to illness, injury or infirmity 
unrelated to the racing soundness of the horse may be released from the list when a minimum of seven calendar days 
has passed from the time the horse was placed on the list. 
   (c) A horse placed on the veterinarian's list for unsoundness or lameness shall be 
released from the list only after the following has been met: 
    (i) A minimum of seven calendar days has elapsed; 
    (ii) the horse demonstrates to the satisfaction of the official veterinarian or 
racing veterinarian that the horse is serviceably sound and in fit physical condition to exert its best effort in a race; 
    (iii) the horse completes a published work after the seven calendar days has 
elapsed of four furlongs at 0:52 for thoroughbreds or better; or 220 yards at 13.3 seconds for quarter horses or better 
while being observed by the official veterinarian or racing veterinarian, and;  
    (iv) the horse submits to a post work official sample collection for 
laboratory confirmation for compliance with 15.2.6.9 NMAC at the expense of the current owner.  Samples shall be 
subjected to the same testing as conducted for post race official samples.  The presence of a prohibited substance in 
the post work sample shall result in the horse remaining on the veterinarian's list. 
   (d) A horse placed on the veterinarian's list for voluntary administration of a 
medication invoking a mandatory stand down time shall be released from the list subject to the provisions and 
restrictions set forth in Subsection C of 15.2.6.9 NMAC. 
   (e) A horse placed on the veterinarian's list for the administration of shock-wave 
therapy shall be released from the list subject to the provisions and restrictions set forth in Subsection C of 15.2.6.8 
NMAC. 
  [(5)](6) The racing veterinarian shall be present at the office of the racing secretary or stewards 
prior to scratch time each racing day at a time designated by the stewards, to inspect any horses and report on their 
condition as may be requested by the stewards. 
  [(6)](7) The restrictions of Paragraph [(3)](4) of Subsection O of 15.2.3.8 NMAC may be waived 
for a temporary appointment to replace an absent racing veterinarian or in the event of an emergency situation with 
prior approval from the director of the commission. 
   
  
[15.2.3.8 NMAC - Rp, 15 NMAC 2.3.8, 4/13/2001; A, 11/15/2001; A, 8/30/2007; A, 6/15/2009; A, 6/30/2009; A, 
12/1/2010; A, 5/1/2015; A/E, 6/28/2016; A, 9/15/2016; A, 12/16/2016; A, 7/1/2017; A, 9/26/2018; A, 5/1/2019; A, 
12/19/2019; A, 12/28/2021; A, 5/24/2022] 
 
History of 15.2.3 NMAC:  [RESERVED] 
  


